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on and Kathy Chaisson have lived in many homes designed it to have a pool on the roof, five patios, a spa, a gym,
throughout Orange County, including three homes on water walls in the courtyard, firepits, and steam showers.”
the Balboa Peninsula and one at Pelican Crest. But To bring that five-star level of luxury to their newly con-
when the “kind of retired" couple, as they describe structed home, the couple conscripted some of Orange County's
their current status, decided to finally build their top home-building talent, including Patterson Custom Homes as
ultimate dream house in the flower streets of Corona the general contractor, Branden Architects and interior designer
del Mar, they opted not to skimp on the amenities. “We wanted Trish Steel, who worked in concert with decorator Richard
this house to have the features of a resort,” says Ron. "So we Bustos of Cantoni's Irvine location. Together the team created
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a 4,500-square-foot, five-bedroom, seven-and-a-half bathroom
contemporary house that cleverly adapts to its narrow, flower-
street space where R & R get top billing in almost every room.
Two stories tall and with lots of open spaces, it manages to feel
spacious and not cramped. And from its third-floor outdoor water
feature (Ron calls it a "spool," something between a spa and a
pool), it boasts dead-on ocean views to boot. “Up to 20 people
can fit in the pool, and once you're up there, it's so quiet, high
above the bustle of Corona del Mar," says Ron. “You can see
Catalina while sitting in the spa.”

To maximize the interior space, architect Chris Branden cre-
ated an open-flow design in the common areas, where rooms lead
into one another without lots of walls. Between the family room/
dining area and the kitchen/bar, Kathy envisioned an enormous
fish tank delineating the spaces. Rick King of Exteriors Inc. was
brought in to turn it into a reality: Now a 600-gallon, saltwater

aquarium with colorful swimmers looks more like an art installa-
tion than a dental office diversion.

“Overall we wanted this to be contemporary, but we also
wanted it to feel warm, not cold the way a lot of modern homes
do," says Ron. Key to creating that look was Bustos, who helped
select key pieces from Cantoni's. "About 95% of the seating,
table and case goods are from Cantoni, which really complements
that architecture, as well as Kathy's art, which is in much of the
house," says the decorator. "We focused on clean lines and neu-
tral colors to get the modern look without things feeling sterile.”

And as for that mahogany-lined elevator? “It's a requirement,”
states Ron. “With three levels, and lots of entertaining, we need
that elevator for keeping the bar stocked up at the cabana, and
for our big barbecue parties. Plus,” he adds, "my wife wears high
heels a lot of the time, so riding the elevator instead of taking the
stairs makes life that much better for her." @
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