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o pets, plants or people is the unofficial—if
only half serious—motto that homeowners
Paige and Michael Hill evoke when referring
to their newly built Corona del Mar home.
“I love this all white, super clean look,”
says Paige, who did all of the interior
design in the three-story, 1,940-square-
foot home. “It's got this Miami feel that just makes me
happy. But | also realized that it could look a little cold
and stark, which is where our architect, Chris Brandon
came in. It took a while, but he convinced me that not
everything had to be white.”

Call it a design compromise, one forged over hun-
dreds of emailed images, telephone conversations
and in-person talks. The result? A white-on-almost-all-
white home warmed up by lots of natural woods and

E O -FLOO soft lighting that marries environmental elements with
DE O § E unapologetically glamorous details. It's the kind of home
where eye-catchingly angled walls and ceilings channel
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M - that ocean breeze into and up through the entire home,
T where drought-tolerant plantings have been installed
D TU E for maximum dramatic appeal, and where sustainably
URR D HE IR harvested bamboo floors on the top-floor deck create

AND A Y the ultimate five-star, ocean-viewing perch.
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Then there are the not so exactly tree-hug-
ging details like the 17-foot-high “shoe wall” in the
master bedroom, complete with a library ladder
that allows Paige to slide over to that perfect pair
of heels. “There isn't room here for huge closets,
says Paige, “so this not only freed up space, but
it almost became an art feature.”

While Paige may have focused on where
she would put her shoes, along with where to
source the home's striking and minimalist furni-
ture, lighting and finishings, Brandon, of Costa
Mesa-based Brandon Architects, had other chal-
lenges to contend with: One of them being how
to create a tall and narrow home that would be
open enough to capture breeze, light, and views.
“It's an exposed glass and steel structure,” says
Brandon, who worked with Newport Beach-
based Patterson Construction, who built the
home. “We did it that way because in these kinds
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of narrow homes, you want to make them feel as
open as possible.”

The other challenge was to get the top floor
deck as high and wide as possible, the better to
invite ocean-gazing in high style. “That top-floor
open space really is their yard,” says Brandon. “So
we put the deck at the front of the home where
it's closest to the ocean.” And on the ground
floor, Brandon put just as much thought into the
south-side courtyard, where it's perfectly poised
to capture onshore breezes and light. “It's a trick
to get natural light and ventilation down there,
but we did that by angling the wood.” Conversely,
Brandon placed the majority of the glass compo-
nents on the north side of the building to reduce
heat gain. Add to that a smart system whereby
motorized shades rise and lower according to
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the sun, and you've got a house where AC need
rarely apply.

Aesthetically, Brandon addressed that small
lot size by designing a home that would con-
nect as much as possible with its outdoor areas.
Pocket doors are used throughout the house,
most dramatically in the ground-floor courtyard
space where, when pulled back, they turn the
relatively small kitchen/dining area into a huge
indoor/outdoor entertaining space.

Not that the Hills want the whole block over
every weekend. “This is the perfect home for the
two of us to hang out,” says Paige. “It's exactly
what | had in mind.” ¢
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